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Bariatric Unit General:

The bariatric unit consists of several independent components. Brought together, their
operation provides for the engineered safe transportation of obese patients. This
Operation Guidebook provides instruction for the safe operation of each component as a
combined unit.

Extra weight requires extra help. While the Bariatric unit reduces and eliminates
some manual labor, additional personnel are still needed for four aspects of the operation.
This is true when:

1. Transferring an obese patient from a bed to a stretcher;

2. Lowering a loaded stretcher from a raised position to lowest position while
bedside;

3. Raising a loaded stretcher while bedside; and

4. Transferring the obese patient from the stretcher to a bed.

Training:

The time to learn isn’t when you’re attempting to load a patient. Before combining
usage, you must be familiar with the operation of each independent component. The
Ambulance Cot Model ( use only models designed for bariatric transport) Read
operations and maintenance manuals. Also, view all in-service training videos.

Practice winch operations on “dry runs” before moving stretchers occupied by
individuals.

For your personal protection, outfit your Bariatric unit with leather gloves and safety
glasses. Wear leather gloves when handling the ramps or wire rope to protect against
slivers from wire fibers and cuts from frayed wire. Wear safety glasses to protect against
dust, dirt and debris that may become airborne when handling ramps and during winch
operations. Safety glasses also serve to protect against bloodborne pathogens.

Completing the list of individual components are Ramps, a Transition Plate, '2-13
Hand-tight Fasteners and Floor Plates. Professionally engineered by TranSafe Systems.
Description and combined operation are explained in greater detail in the following

pages.

























































